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Introduction
It was on the 25th day of July 1809 that Borough Green Baptist Church
came into existence! This booklet is an attempt by the current members to
commemorate that event and give praise to God for keeping our local
church faithful to him over these 200 years. All quotes come from our
church records, unless stated otherwise.
As with all congregations of the Lord’s people, there have been
encouraging times and difficult periods. Altogether there have been 20
pastors during those 200 years, with stability coming from 3 in the first 50
years, followed by another 9 before the centenary!
The first pastor, John Morris, was the only one to die in office although at
least two others are buried in the graveyard. Others resigned, though most
moved on to other Christian ministries.
Grace Burch
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Beginnings
What was Borough Green like 200 years ago? It was in the parish of
Wrotham; indeed it is thought that the name came from being the green of
the borough of Wrotham. Few
of the present buildings date
from that
period. The site of the chapel
building was a place where
cricket was played on Sundays.
The stretch of the A25 through
the village, described as a Turnpike Road, would then have
carried horse drawn vehicles
from Maidstone to Sevenoaks
The hamlet of Borough Green at the start of
the 19th Century
through Ightham. Certainly
there was no place of worship—although apparently there was once a
Friends Meeting House at the bottom of Rock Road in premises that became the Rock Inn. The Anglican Church of the Good Shepherd came almost a century later.
Concern for the godless state of such villages—“no man cared for their
souls”—led the Kent Baptist Union, in 1806, “to engage a room near this
place for preaching”. Pastors Stanger of Bessels Green and Rogers of
Eynsford came to preach. The owner of the room did not approve of what
was being preached but a man in Ightham offered the use of his home for a
while, though he never joined the worshipping group. William Terry, one
of the founding group, then opened his home in Ightham to the meeting.
At the Recognition Service for Charles Robinson in August 1845 it was
recounted that “on the 25th day of July 1809 our brother John Rogers came
and we ... were united into church fellowship by him according to the usual
mode of proceeding on such occasions.” The names of these eleven appear
at the bottom of the founding document: John Diplock snr & his son John
Diplock, both farmers of Shipbourne, William Terry, papermaker, John &
Elizabeth Mepham, Nicholas & Mary Moor, Solomon & Elizabeth Pink,
Hannah Stone & Mary Dixon. (The twelfth, Ann Morris, must have been
added later.) Most of those without a profession marked a cross against his
or her name, indicating being unable to write. They described themselves as
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“having been baptised on a profession of our faith in the gospel and being
well acquainted with each other” and declared “we have given ourselves …
for the intent and purpose of forming a regular Gospel church according to
the primitive church at Jerusalem”.
During this period “Mr John Morris came regularly and preached to us all
the words of this life” and on November 26th he “was chosen as Minister”.
Prior to this (in August) William Terry and John Diplock snr had been
chosen as deacons. On November 18th 1810 the Lord’s Supper was first
administered—“The Ordinance to be received the Lord’s Day before the
Full Moon.” Was that date chosen to prompt memory before diaries were
in general use? Or to provide maximum light for those walking home later
than usual? There is no indication of the times of services held but meeting
in the morning, staying for lunch and an afternoon gathering seems to have
been a pattern in many village chapels, before the time of electricity or even
gas lighting.
The church “continued worshipping at Ightham until 1811 when we were
once more obliged to move ... our worthy and highly esteemed friend Mr
Wilson of Seal, hearing of our position, kindly offered us the gratuitous use
of his School Rooms where we continued to meet till the spring of 1813
when a door was opened again near this place, a convenient building having been obtained for a term of four years.”
The first baptisms took place in April 1811; a baptism in May 1813 was in
Sevenoaks while the church still met in Seal but from August 1st that year
all baptisms took place at Basted, presumably in the mill pond. This carried
on until the chapel was erected and a baptistry installed. Baptisms are recorded as taking place at Basted until 1822.
Those present on Sunday July 5th 1812 agreed in principle “that a place of
worship should be built near Ightham”. On July 26th 1813 £2-10s-0d was
collected for a Sunday School. On April 3rd 1814 “it was agreed upon that
a Yearly meeting be held on or near June 10th & preaching & a collection
made for the support of the worship of God in the said place”. In March
1814 the church accounts had a balance in hand of £13-13s-4d and ‘gowns’
were paid for—presumably for baptisms.
1816 saw the purchase of the land the chapel now stands on. Described as
‘wasteland’, it had been offered for sale by auction at the Bull Hotel in
Wrotham in July 1815, as an outcome of the Enclosure Acts passed in
1814—“the fifty fourth year of the reign of his present majesty, George the
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Third”. It was not sold, so William Clapson (a grocer of Riverhead) on
August 18th 1816 “had since entered upon
a treaty with the Commissioners by private
contract and having offered for the same
the sum of twenty two pounds and ten shillings” it was accepted as the best price
likely to be found. In September 1816 William Clapson and John Diplock jnr were
chosen deacons and October 4th that year
saw the legal transfer of the land the chapel now stands on, by ‘Indenture’. A Trust
was set up and Trustees appointed from
the male members here and from the supporting Particular Baptist churches at Sevenoaks and Eynsford.
“The chapel was opened for divine worship in the spring of 1817”—with Pastors
Shenstone (of Bessels Green) and Shirley
(Sevenoaks) preaching. By January 1818
we read that “the chapel or meeting house
lately erected … is now used and occupied
for the worship of Almighty God by a congregation or society called particular Baptists”. (In 17th Century England two kinds
of Baptist Church developed. General
Baptists believed that Jesus died for all
people in general. Particular Baptists emphasised the teaching that Jesus died for
specific, or particular, people.)

Cover of leaflet containing details
of the 1815 auction

Some years later this comment was recorded: “Just before the expiration of
the above four years [lease of rented rooms], the land on which this building stands was offered for sale and with our then prospects we thought it
right to purchase and build—as hitherto we had only an hired house but
now through mercy we have an House for God which we have erected and
paid for with the help of friends we hope for the good of souls and the glory
of God.”
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Plan of the village showing lots for sale. Handwriting on the plot bought for the church
reads: “Purchas’d Augt 18 1816 by private contract by W Clapson for the Baptist intrest
£22-10-0” The mark indicating north should point to the upper right, not to the upper left.

Where the money came from is hard to discover; “when this place was set
apart for the worship of Almighty God, our number was but 27”. At the end
of 1818, the unpaid debt on the building was £145-18s-8d. By the following
Christmas, Thomas Diplock (described as a
carpenter) gave a receipt for the balance of
his account leaving the General Fund with
almost £8 in hand. It was agreed to give the
Pastor £21 per year and “members were
requested to assist in maintaining and carrying on the worship according to their
abilities”. Two years later the debt was
£54.
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With the building came
changes. It was agreed to
hold an Annual Business
meeting—on Christmas
Day! This continued until
1830; with a new pastor,
the meeting moved to
January. Solomon Pink
being employed as gravedigger, decisions were
made about who could be
buried in the grounds and
The original chapel building viewed from the south
at what cost: “2 shillings
(door in its old position, facing south-west)
for persons under 10
years of age and 3 shillings for all above that age, to be paid from the Ordinance money if circumstances of a
Departed member were considered insufficient”.
It is amazing how far people travelled 200 years ago. In 1817 a pulpit exchange took place between Mr Morris and Mr Coleman the pastor of the
Particular Baptist Church at Lessness Heath (now Belvedere) with each
taking a collection for his own cause. In 1818 it was “agreed to send 3
male members to the Annual association held at Brighton with our Pastor.”
This was the annual gathering of the Kent & Sussex Baptist Association
(held in Tenterden in 1819, Lessness Heath in 1820 and Maidstone in
1821). How did they travel? The railway did not come to Borough Green
until 1874. On August 10th 1817 it was recorded that the church “sent £110-0d to Town Malling to assist in introducing the gospel there.”
In January 1820 Ann Morris, wife of the minister, died just 4 days after
John Diplock snr. William Fremlin was “requested to speak one month
from some portion of God’s Word of a Sabbath morning” and in March he
was asked “to fill his place in speaking of a Sabbath morning as usual”. In
June that year William Terry was appointed as Moderator for Church meetings and the Church was asked to take into consideration William Fremlin
“being called to fill the office of a Minister”. In 1826 “the church meeting
unanimously requested that Brother Fremlin should speak every other
Sabbath morning and at any other time if needed.” Eventually (1857)
William Fremlin went to Foots Cray as pastor. The gravestone of his 6th
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daughter is in the burial ground. He was born in Ryarsh in March 1792,
baptised at Basted in September 1813 and married Elizabeth Norton on
December 25th 1817, she having been baptised in October that year. He
died in December 1869 at Foots Cray.

John Morris 1809–1830
John Morris was born in London in 1754. According to his obituary published in The Baptist Magazine, after his conversion he joined a Baptist
Church in Devonshire Square and soon began to “speak in the name of the
Lord in several workhouses”. He moved to Dartford but experienced much
opposition to his preaching. He then rented a house in Wilmington,
possibly in 1775 and, despite persecution, a number from the surrounding
villages came to faith in Christ. In 1792, five believers formed themselves
into a church, over which he was pastor. He continued there with blessing
until 1798 when the church moved to the neighbouring village of Eynsford.
“Here the word was multiplied and grew exceedingly.” He moved in 1802
to Pump Pail (now Tamworth Road) Particular Baptist church in Croydon,
leaving the work at
Eynsford in the capable hands of John
Rogers.
John and Ann seemingly had a daughter, Sarah, who was among the
first to be baptised here
in 1811; she was later
‘excluded’—no reason
given. They may have had a son, as in November 1830 a “Mr J Morris of
Wingfield Wilts gave 8 volumes of Gills Exposition on the Old Testament
from the library of the late Revd John Morris for the use of the minister at
Boro’ Green.”
During the latter part of John Morris’s 21 years as Pastor in Borough
Green, “his strength and facilities [sic] declined” but “he still administered
the Lord’s Supper and occasionally preached the word among them”. In
July 1830 he suffered a series of strokes, resulting in his death on 29th
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August. “He was removed to a
better world having served us
21 years and his Master, we
believe, about 50 years faithfully.” He was interred in our
burial ground on Monday September 6th. “Mr Rogers of
Eynsford delivered the address, and the following
Lord’s Day Mr Shirley of Sevenoaks preached a funeral
sermon” from 2 Corinthians
12:11.

Cottages at Longpond that worshippers from
Wrotham would have passed on their way to the
hamlet of Borough Green in 1809

Ten years later, it was recorded that “the sum of £6-0-0 was collected by voluntary contribution by the
members of this Church being the amount of the erection of a tablet and
body stone to perpetuate the memory of the late Revd John Morris.” The
‘tablet’ still greets worshippers in the chapel but there is no sign of a ‘body
stone’!

William Bolton 1831–42
William Bolton was a Londoner; he was sent out to preach by the fellowship at Blandford Street. He came with his wife Esther to Borough Green
from pastoral work at Rickmansworth in Hertfordshire. The first Sunday he
is
recorded as preaching in
Borough Green was the day before the funeral of John Morris. With Mr
Morris’s failing health and illness, the church had ample opportunity to
plan ahead. Mr Bolton had previously been Pastor at Brockham Green near
Dorking, Surrey (1818-23).
These were years of great blessing. Including the months before Mr Bolton
officially became pastor, 80 people were baptised and received as members.
At the Annual Church meeting on Christmas Day 1830 it was agreed to
appoint three more deacons and to erect a gallery . The church minutes for
January 1832 record that “Thomas Diplock should give an estimate of the
expense of the enlargement of the Meeting House” and later in the year—
“This Meeting House was enlarged & reopened June 12th 1832 cost 280£.”
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A published comment recorded that Mr Bolton’s ministry “was rendered
by the Holy Spirit so successful that the chapel was made nearly double its
original size”. Later in 1832 the church minutes refer to “a letter received
from the Baptist Building Fund in London to be filled up & returned with
the Trust Deeds for their inspection”, indicating, perhaps, that a loan was
being requested. At the end of 1841 we read: “It was agreed that a pair of
iron gates be procured and be placed at the entrance of the ground and that
the deacons be requested to have the same done as soon as convenient.”
This local church had been founded by the help and interest of other Baptist
churches in the area; now they reached out to folk in local villages. In
December 1831 four members were “honourably dismissed to form a
church at Ryarsh” with the support of men gifted in preaching like William
Fremlin and, later, a young resident of Borough Green called Alfred Saker.
Offerings were given and other members went to found a church at “Town
Malling”—now West Malling Baptist Church.
In 1832 “it was also agreed that Mr Bolton should Name children for members and others that are attendants if they wished for it, to be done after
public worship is concluded”—perhaps reflecting the number of young
couples in membership producing children.
The church meeting agreed in 1837 “that another deacon should be chosen
… It was also agreed that every member should give in the name of the
person whom they thought proper to hold the office of Deacon on the First
Lord’s Day in March.”
In a self-supporting church, then as now, balancing the books is always a
problem. The annual meeting in 1838 “found a balance due to the Treasurer of £19-4s-2½d. It was agreed members be requested to enter into a
weekly or quarterly subscription.” However, in May 1841 “the members
voluntary contributed the sum of £19-14s-6d to defray the deficiency in last
year’s account”.
Sadly, William Bolton’s pastorate ended with disagreement. The church
book notes “At the beginning of the present year [1842] it was too evident
that a feeling of unpleasantness had sprang up between our Pastor and
some of the members of the Church when many painful things were
advanced on both sides which we wish now to be buried in forgetfulness
and as the breach thus made by the Enemy appeared rather to widen than
otherwise it was thought most prudent to call in four neighbouring
ministers viz Brethren Shirley, Pope, Crowhurst & Payne, to ask counsel of
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them both parties agreeing to abide by their decision when after the matter
in dispute was laid before them they were unanimously of the opinion that
under the circumstances there was no prospect of Bro Bolton being any
longer useful or happy among us as a Church. Their advice therefore was
that he should resign his pastoral office at the expiration of three months
and that the Church should pay him six months salary beyond the time of
his having finished his labours among them which was mutually agreed to
and Mr Bolton resigned his office accordingly on Lord’s Day September
25th 1842.”
According to the Baptist Manual 1858 Mr Bolton pastored a church in High
Wycombe for a year then “was obliged to relinquish the work of the
ministry, being for many years afflicted with a
distressing asthma”. He died in January 1858.
After the departure of Mr Bolton, a Mr
Edgecombe preached for several months but the
members decided not to call him as pastor.

Alfred Saker
Alfred Saker was a pioneer missionary to Africa.
He laboured in the Cameroons for 37 years, evangelising and translating the whole Bible into the
Alfred Saker
Dualla language after reducing it to writing.
Alfred was born into a Borough Green family on July 21st 1814. His father
was a millwright and engineer and Alfred seems
to have inherited his practical ability. The biographies speak of him as a frail child, unable to
share in boyish pursuits but “with a busy brain
and a strong will”. He came from a musical family, singing in Ightham Church choir with his father and able to play many musical instruments.
His brothers, John and Martin, were often out entertaining people but Alfred was too busy studying. While in Sevenoaks he was attracted by singing and entered the Baptist Chapel, heard the gospel and was converted. He started to attend Borough Green Baptist Chapel, becoming a Sunday
Helen Saker (nee Jessup)
School teacher, and was baptised in January 1834.
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He became active within the church and in the surrounding villages. The
church minutes in January 1837 read “that as Alfred Saker having gone out
to speak in the villages the members there present thought it right he should
speak
before the Church”. This he did and in April “Mr Bolton gave Alfred Saker
an address and call to the Ministry, the Church having heard him speak
before them twice, hoping the Lord would bless the word wherever he may
be called in Providence to speak.”
Saker met his future wife, Helen Jessup, who came from Wrotham, in the
vestry of the chapel as he was preparing to preach one Sunday. He moved
to Devonport with his employment and on from there to missionary work.
Alfred Saker died in 1880.

Charles Robinson 1845–56
Charles Robinson was commended to the church by Pastor Box of Woolwich and was recognised as pastor here on Tuesday, August 12th 1845. It is
from the fully written statement given on that occasion that we have much
of the detail of what occurred in the early years.
An account in The Gospel
Herald of that year indicates that the services
occupied the whole day.
“The chapel was crowded and there were no less
than thirteen pastors,
besides several other
ministering brethren,
most of whom took part.”
The morning “parts of
The chapel enlarged in the mid-19th century
the service” occupied
three and a half hours followed by an afternoon charge to the minister and
an evening charge to the church. Doubtless, food was provided between the
meetings!
Charles Robinson came here from a pastorate in Brentford, Middlesex. He
was born in 1800 and his first wife, Sophia, who was 13 years his senior,
died in June 1848 after 22 years of marriage. “George Wyard of London, by
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her own request, officiated at the funeral” in Borough Green. His second
wife, Jane [nee Lulham], was a member here from September 1830;
presumably he married her while at Borough Green, but weddings were
never mentioned in church minutes.
During this period the decision was made to enlarge the chapel by
“erecting a gallery on the east side, carry out the south side 12 feet, erect a
gallery on the south side and remove the front doors from the west to the
south side, remove pulpit from east side to the north, alter pews etc”. This
was carried out in 1850; no mention is made of the cost but the following
year “John Palmer of Sevenoaks required the £75 lent to the chapel so arrangements were made to borrow it elsewhere.”
In the summer of 1846 the “new West Kent Association [of Particular Baptists] held its Annual Meeting here which was well attended and the meeting pleasing and profitable.” Also new members joined from the chapel at
Dunks Green which was now ‘broken up’. Later, Thomas Diplock “left the
country to avoid his creditors”, causing the church officers much concern.
Thankfully he returned from France after two years, settled with his creditors and was accepted back into membership.
“Upon the accounts being gone into [at a church meeting in Nov 1853], it
appeared that by the liberality of two of our friends having each contributed an extra £5, these were sufficient to pay off the bill held by Mr Knott. It
was therefore resolved to pay the amount of the balance £25 with the
interest due thereon accordingly. Agreed to hold a Tea Meeting on 7th
December as a Thanksgiving to commemorate the event of the chapel being
free from debt. A free invitation to be given to the friends and no charge to
be made to parties attending on that occasion.”
In 1855, it was recorded that “as Brother Constable was in the habit of
going out in the name of the Lord, that he be invited to exercise his gifts
before the Church on the following Thursday evenings ... Having fulfilled
his engagement according to the request of the Church, it was unanimously
agreed that he be sent forth to preach … in all places where the Lord may
open a door while as a people we desire to unite in prayer … that his
labours may be abundantly blessed both to the ingathering of sinners to
Christ and also to the comfort and edification of them that believe.”
Later that year it was also agreed that “Mr Constable be commissioned to
lay out £2 for books for the sole use of the singers, such books to be the
property of the church.”
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Early in 1856 “It was considered that the Church had great reason to thank
and praise God as perhaps it was never in a better condition as to money
matters before.” But sadly, there soon arose an “unhappy difference with
the deacons” which led to the resignation of Charles Robinson “from
Michaelmas next”. He went to Bath but retained his membership here in
Borough Green and it seems he did not take up the pastorate he was called
to there. He died in January 1862 at St John’s Wood and both he and Jane
are also buried here—the stones prominent in our Burial ground. According
to the late Frank Bangay in his booklet Borough Green – Past and Present,
at the time of the 1871 Census, Jane Robinson was again resident in
Borough Green, so she returned to the village after the death of Charles.

William F Waller 1860
William Waller first came to preach in May 1858; when his probationary
period was extended to a year, it was agreed that “a pound a week should
be given him and 10 pounds a year allowed him for rent”. He accepted the
office of Pastor with hesitation stating his concern about his “advanced
age, being not very far from seventy”.
During this period, enquiry was made about the “temporal concerns” of
William Fremlin, resulting in the following statement: “While we cannot
but attach a considerable amount of blame to our brother Fremlin on
account of various business transactions in affairs which have been laid
before us; yet feeling assured that he has not erred from any want of honest
principle and intention, and considering the heavy losses and affliction,
under the pressure of which he has acted, and furthermore bearing in mind
his longstanding and devoted labours amongst us, we feel bound to exercise
Christian forbearance towards him, and whilst expressing our deepest sympathy with him and our sister Mrs Fremlin in their present trials, would
unite in earnest prayer that the blessing which will compensate the loss of
all earthly goods may be richly bestowed and attend them during their
remaining days.”
In June concern was expressed about the “low state of the church” and a
meeting the following month “agreed that three months notice should be
given Mr Waller requesting him to resign his pastoral charge at the end of
that time.” Mr Waller, with his wife, Ruth, went on to Matfield as pastor
until his death at the age of 78 in 1866.
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William Frith 1863–65
In December 1861, Mr Frith
was invited to preach for three
months for £20 “which he did
not accept thinking the labour
too much for his strength” but
later he reconsidered “on condition that the afternoon service should be shortened and
he should receive £25 for three
months”! His fulltime ministry
started in May 1863 at £90 per Buildings in the High Street opposite the chapel site
that were there when the chapel was built
year with four Lord’s Days
holiday. He came from a ministry at Saxmundham, Suffolk. His wife was
Mary Ann and the list of members records he was 29 years old in August
1862.
During 1863 it was “decided a harmonium was desirable and that one be
obtained by private subscription” and a circular was read from the Strict
Communion Baptist Society. Consideration was given to “erecting a
minister’s house … an estimate was submitted for £300 also several plans
viewed but nothing definitely settled.” One suggestion for raising the
necessary funds was to take out a mortgage on the chapel property!
New trustees were added to the Trust Deeds in August 1864 as only three
of the originals remained, those being William Fremlin, Joseph Diplock and
Thomas Diplock.
Mr Frith resigned as pastor in February 1865 because he had “changed his
views from Strict to Open Communion”. (Strict Communion means restricting the Lord’s Supper to those who have been baptised as believers by immersion.) He completed his ministry on May 11th, but The Earthen Vessel
carried an account of a meeting at Borough Green on July 3rd when he and
his wife were presented with numerous gifts from “an affectionate and devoted people”. He went to Bexleyheath as pastor and 4 years later moved
with part of the congregation to found Trinity Baptist Church on Open
communion lines. He died in August 1873, a month after resigning the pastorate at Trinity. It is thought that Trinity received its name from his regular
preaching on the subject.
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After the departure of Mr Frith, there is a gap of three years with no
minutes recorded. Then the following statement:
“No minutes have been entered concerning things that
have been said & done at any
of the church meetings since
May 14 1865. There is therefore a large space to pass over
& many things said & done of
which no notice can be taken
what ever. During this time
however the pulpit has been
regularly occupied & the Word
of God preached in our midst
Mr Hackett’s farm house (now a Dental Surgery)
by varied brethren in the min- overlooked the crossroads beside which the chapel
was built (see page 6).
istry. The last that occupied
the pulpit regularly & for any
length of time was Brother Griffith of Deptford but he, not seeing his way
clear to settle among the people & become their Pastor, informed them that
Brother Wyard of London had resigned his pastorate there & was open to
an
engagement. Most of the Church at Borough Green knew Brother Wyard,
he having often preached on their Anniversary occasions and indeed took
part in the services at the settlement of a former Pastor, namely Brother
Charles Robinson.”
Thus an invitation was given and accepted. He and his wife Hannah
became members here in September 1868.

George Wyard 1868–71
George Wyard was born in July 1803 near Sittingbourne but moved to
London in 1818 and was baptised in 1822. Ten years later he started to
preach, holding pastorates at Over, Tring, ‘Zion’ New Cross and Blandford
Street, Marylebone. His longest pastorate was in Soho for 15 years from
1842. Immediately before coming to
Borough Green, he was at
Bethesda Chapel, Lever Street, Finsbury.
In 1869, the pastor’s youngest daughter, Ruth, also Sarah Ann Wyard, presumably another daughter, were among those baptised and the Good Friday
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preacher was his son, George jnr, then pastor at Shrewsbury, later of
Brighton.
The harmonium had been purchased and to pay various bills it was proposed “that there be a public collection made every two months instead of
as at present every three months.” It was also proposed “that the exterior
of the chapel should be put in repair by being painted etc.” A lady member,
“Sister Summers” was asked to be “a pew opener” alongside “Brother
Bennett snr”!
A Public Tea meeting was held in February 1870 in connection with the
Sunday School when the superintendent, James Martin gave a report; later
that year his membership was transferred to the Particular Baptist Church at
Gravesend, with a comment on the “honourableness and usefulness of his
membership while with us”.
Towards the end of 1871 at a special church meeting called to find ways of
dealing with a growing financial deficit, “some very unpleasant things were
said which ended in the pastor giving three months notice to leave.” Mr
Wyard finished his ministry here at the end of the year. He died following a
stroke on December 2nd 1873; at that time he was living in Lewisham and
again a member of ‘Zion’ New Cross.

Richard Ash Huxham 1872–77
Mr Huxham started preaching here on the first Sunday in 1873 though he
was not received as pastor until October. He was born in Totnes in 1824
and had been a pastor there for 14 years. He came here with his wife Mary
from Leaver Street, St Luke’s.
In 1873 the decision was made to erect a vestry and schoolroom at cost of
£180 “in preference to repairing the old vestry which had grown into a
very dilapidated state”. At the Anniversary Services in June “tea was
served in the new vestry though in an unfinished state”. Health & Safety
was not an issue then! The completed buildings were opened in October
costing £207-10s-0d. Later, the pastor suggested removing the pulpit and
erecting a platform. There were strong objections so the suggestion was
withdrawn.
A new communion cup and plates were presented to the Church by a
couple who had worshipped here for some months before moving to the
North of England, in appreciation of their time in Borough Green.
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Ebenezer Beecher was among those converted and baptised under Richard
Huxham’s ministry here. He wrote after Mr Huxham’s death—“I had been
trying to find peace and pardon in my own way for 15 years. He was God’s
messenger to me that day … in ten months he baptised me … then I was
chosen deacon … later he put me in his own pulpit to preach … which I
have continued to do ever since. He was a very clear, useful and instructive
minister of the Gospel.” (Earthen Vessel 1898)
In March 1876 Mr Huxham was presented with a gold watch and chain by
the church and congregation. He attempted to put in place a different system of electing deacons, which was rescinded after his resignation in February 1877. He went on to other pastorates including two years in Chelmsford followed by Rattlesden in Suffolk (1882-89). He died in Stowmarket
in December 1897.
A Mr Debnam was invited to be pastor, but declined. During this pastorless
period, it was determined that “the side of schoolroom now open should be
closed with a moveable partition, that Ebenezer Beecher should become
Church Secretary, that Brother Malyan should make a new front gate and
posts and repair the other and that Brother Geo Hodder should repair the
bank in the Gravesend Road [now the High Street] at the cost of about £3.”
Other innovations included that “there should be an Hymn sung between
reading the Scriptures and Prayer on Lord’s Day morning and evening
services – that a Sacred Music Concert should be held in the Chapel for the
purpose of raising money for New Tune Books for the use of the Choir.”
Also an erring brother was suspended for “casting aspersions on other
members of the Church”, that decision to be communicated to him
“through the medium of the Post Office”. When did the Post Office come to
Borough Green?

George Holland 1879–82
Mr Holland accepted an invitation to preach for six months before becoming pastor at the beginning of 1879. One of his first acts as pastor was to
require minutes of the previous church meeting to be read and agreed as
“no business was legal until the minutes were confirmed.” One lady’s Pew
Rent was £4 in arrears; if not paid she would be given three months notice
and “after that time the Church was at liberty to let it to any person that
may want the same.”
In 1880 it was decided to keep the communion cup and plates in the minister’s vestry rather than at the home of a deacon. At the same meeting a
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vote of censure was passed on a member for “speaking of church matters
out the church” and the decision made that “no beer should be had for
anniversary dinner”! It was decided to begin using Denham’s Hymn Book
and the singers were given permission to make some alteration to their
gallery.
Articles of Faith and new Church Rules were drawn up in 1881, with 100
copies ordered to be printed. However, there followed a decision to reconsider the Code of Rules, which seems to have led to the resignation of the
pastor.
At much the same time, Ebenezer Beecher was “honourably dismissed” to
Hadlow, with the Church wishing him God Speed in the Master’s service.

George Thomas 1883–86
George Thomas was a Londoner, living in Bedford Square and from the
church at Soho Chapel, Oxford Street. This was his first pastorate—he

Map of Borough Green dated 1895, the chapel clearly marked by the crossroads

described himself as a young man, aged 32 at the time of accepting the
ministry in Borough Green. His salary was 30 shillings a week with three
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Sundays paid holiday. The Recognition services were held on Good Friday,
though it was a year later before Mrs Thomas came into membership.
Financing the work was always a concern, it being suggested having a
weekly offering instead of two-monthly. There was also a need to have the
chapel “cleaned and coloured inside and painted outside and made watertight.” New crockery was purchased out of the Sunday Tea Fund. An
approach was made to “Mr Reynolds the Sanitary Inspector to ask his
advice about the sanitary condition of the chapel.” A Mr Lee kindly
offered to give a platform which was gratefully accepted.
In 1884 it was decided that the schoolroom be ‘match boarded’—volunteers
to do this “when the long evenings set in”. This must have been completed
satisfactorily as the next year it was decided to “match-board the sides of
the stairs leading into the galleries.” Is that boarding still there?
The Trust Deeds were again read and two trustees asked to stand down. The
deeds would now be “handed over to Bro Peacock he having a fire-proof
safe … he giving a receipt for the same with an agreement to produce them
at any time they may be required”.
Mr Thomas desired “to be supplied with a book in which he could keep a
register of Burials”, and he was asked to draw up Rules—those proposed
by Mr Holland having been unsatisfactory.
March 1885 saw the return of Ebenezer Beecher from Hadlow to membership here. In 1890 he and his family were dismissed to Shouldham Street in
London, where he became pastor; eight years there were followed by ten
years at Derby Road, Croydon. He was also associated with Baptist work in
Snodland before his death in 1915.
Mr Thomas preached his farewell sermons in September 1886; the minutes
indicate the great reluctance of the church to accept his resignation. He was
invited back to preach a number of times for special occasions. He went on
to Tring for five years then to pastorates in Watford, Staines and
Bexleyheath. He died in 1936.
An interesting development is noted in March 1887. “Our sister H D Castle
asked permission to use our Schoolroom for a Day School.” This was
granted on the understanding that “the children be kept out of the chapel
and are not allowed to make the graveyard a play ground”. Did that school
ever function? A later minute comments on the “inconvenience of the
children’s water pan standing behind the vestry door”.
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During that year a Mr E Langford preached with a view to becoming pastor
but declined the offer “on the ground that he feared him and his family
would become a burden to the church”. A desire to hold special services to
celebrate the Jubilee (of Queen Victoria) failed to materialise.

William J Denmee 1888–89
In January 1888, William Denmee accepted the church’s invitation to become its next pastor.
Mr Denmee was born at Broadstairs in 1844 and was baptised there aged
16. His first pastorate was at Folkestone (1876-79). He came with his wife,
daughter Hepzibah and son Henry—the latter being baptised soon after
arriving here—from a brief time at Bungay in Suffolk.
The arrival of a new pastor prompted the church to consider providing him
with a house; Brother Bramley was “permitted to begin collecting at once
for that object” and collections were sanctioned “from pew to pew at
special meetings”. A building committee was again formed. At the same
time Brother Bellingham was given “a hearty vote of thanks for moving our
pastor’s furniture from the station.” The railway line had been upgraded to
a double track in 1882.
Many of the young people from families in the church were baptised; however, in October 1889 the church accepted Mr Denmee’s resignation by a
majority of 18—no reason given.
After he resigned from here Mr Denmee settled in Maidstone (1891-95) but
finally returned to Suffolk, spending some years at Rishangles (1902-1907)
then Tunstall until 1915. He died in January 1933.
There followed four years without a pastor, which started by dealing with
the problem of a member, son-in-law of the Senior deacon, “who had
appropriated the money of the provident club to his own use and then could
not refund it in time.” He and his wife resigned, expressing “sorrow that
they had brought disgrace on God and his servants”.
A new side gate was paid for, constructed and put in place by members and
matters were set in hand towards renovating the chapel.
A motion was passed, stating: “We are sincerely thankful to Almighty God
for giving some of our Sisters an earnest desire to meet together for prayer
and supplication and we earnestly pray that the whole church might be
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baptised by the same spirit then we might expect the work of the Lord to
prosper in our hands.”
A Mr Lester came to preach for a year but decided not to continue; several
other men were also considered until, early in 1894, Mr George Flower
accepted the offered pastorate.

George Flower 1894–95
George Flower came from Zion Chapel, Heaton Road, Peckham, and later
returned there.
Many practical matters were attended to—for example, it was agreed that
“the baptistry be emptied and cleaned out with a view to improving it and
the ceiling of the schoolroom be repaired at once”. There was a need in the
village for “a proper board for Parish and Police notices”. Mr Flower
offered to try to find one in London, which was “put in place at the
Station”. Three dead trees were cut down and stakes were given to repair
the fence.
Financial difficulties dominated discussions; various schemes were
suggested to overcome the lack of money, culminating in the resignation of
the Secretary, then the whole diaconate and, finally, the pastor in October
1895.
The following 8 years were pastorless, during which James Bellingham jnr
was permitted to preach in the Vestry for a series of Monday evenings, after
which the church wished him God Speed in the ministry. (Apparently he
later went to Haworth in Yorkshire as pastor.) A time without a pastor enabled the church’s finances to recover and praise was offered to God in 1898
that the church was no longer in debt; surplus money would be put into the
Post Office Savings Bank. A new stove was put in the vestry and the ones
in the chapel repaired.
In 1900, Mr W A Dale was invited to be pastor but chose to go to
Meopham instead.

Harry Bull 1903–11
Early in 1903, Harry Bull accepted the pastorate here at £90 per year. He
was born in 1870 and converted at Tring under the ministry of George
Thomas, one of our previous pastors. This was his first pastorate, described
as “eight of his happiest years, with much blessing”, though he did
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experience ill health. So much took place during those years, that it is
difficult to condense it.
Almost immediately the work of renovating the chapel was put in hand—
obtaining estimates to roughcast the outside, paint the inside walls and
renew the seating. Tenders were accepted in July from Allcorn and Durling,
with plans for ‘Reopening & Recognition’ services in October, for which
meetings hymn sheets would be printed. New matting as well as umbrella
trays and racks were suggested; also “if the total cost of renovation be
under £200 we purchase a new organ at once”. Alongside these practical
matters, it was decided to hold a Prayer Meeting on Saturday evenings and
a preaching service Wednesday evenings.
A vote of thanks was given to the Pastor for all the work he had done for
the Renovation.
Mr Bull planned to start producing a local magazine. Miss Hillier became a
member in January 1905 and went to India as a missionary the following
year with the South India Baptist Mission. That year new Trustees were
added and permission was given “for the use of the vestry for the Women’s
Liberal Association”. Mr Bull was asked by the church at Otley “if he was
moveable” but after taking advice “he declined so to do”. He proposed
holding a ‘Watch-night service’ and “expressed his desire that we should
have some open-air services during the summer months” of 1906.
Discussion arose about “the expense of removing the old hedge and
erecting new fence and planting privet” and the need for a plan of the
burial ground (eventually resulting in having 100 stakes from Mr Durling at
3d each to number the graves). More important was the condition of the
roof—needing to be renewed—and the pastor’s desire for the church to
become affiliated to the Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptist
Churches. This was useful, as they supplied a loan of £100 for the new
roof—the certificate has been preserved—and in 1911 they became
custodians of our Trust Deeds. An annual contribution of 15 shillings was
sent to the Association but the church declined to change its hymn book
[then Denham’s] to the one the MASBC suggested—would that be Gospel
Hymns? Church Rules were updated—again!
Mr & Mrs J S Bellingham moved from the area that year; they had been
baptised by Mr Huxham in 1873 and he had served as deacon for many of
the intervening years.
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In 1907 W G Betteridge, who came from Sittingbourne with his wife Emily
in 1881, stood down after 25 years as a deacon and superintendent of the
Sunday School, though he lived until 1919. His son, Harry Betteridge, was
elected to fill the vacancy on the diaconate.
It was decided to give £1-5s to the upkeep of Ryarsh chapel and that “we
procure a piece of lino to cover the baptistry to prevent dust getting in”.
Readers of Earthen Vessel & Gospel Herald were alerted in January 1908
to “much anxiety felt for some time owing to the feeble health of (Borough
Green’s) much loved pastor, Henry Bull … a slight attack of haemorrhage
… recently took place at a prayer meeting. It cannot be questioned that he
overtaxed his strength during the re-roofing of the chapel.” Mr Bull
responded with thanks for “the skill of an eminent member of the medical
profession whose generosity and kindness have been great … with due care
to avoid overstrain of the voice and throat, he may be well again in a few
weeks.” None of this was mentioned in church books.
Mr Bull wanted “a children’s hymn out of the Sunday School hymnbook
after his address to the children” which entailed the purchase of “2 doz
more books”.
In 1909 it was decided to advertise “Anniversary services [in June] in EV &
GH as it will be centenary of formation of the church” but there was no
account of what happened. However there was an account of the Harvest
Thanksgiving combined with Pastor Bull’s 6th Anniversary that September:
“One of the most enjoyable features of the services was the rendering of the
Anthems “O taste and see that the Lord is good” and ”Ye shall dwell in the
land” by a nicely balanced choir of nearly 40 young people.”
In 1910 there was some discussion about a possible ‘Mother’s meeting’.
When, in May 1911, Mr Bull resigned to go to Ramsey, several times the
church urged him to postpone or reconsider his decision. Both “he and the
church expressed their sorrow that their union should close, as all had
hoped many years of useful and happy service might have been his to enjoy
at B. Green, thus gathering in the fruit of his labour.” At much the same
time the Church secretary, George Castle, died. He was baptised in 1874,
had been a deacon for many years and was buried in the chapel graveyard.
During the eight years Harry Bull had been here, he baptised about thirty
including his wife in March 1909. He moved on to Laxfield, Suffolk, after
16 years and was still living in Suffolk in 1939. He died in October 1941.
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Pastors of the Church
John Morris

1809-1830

William Bolton

1831-1842

Charles Robinson

1845-1856

William F Waller

1860

William Frith

1862/3-1865

George Wyard

1868-1871

R A Huxham

1872-1877

George Holland

1879-1882

George Thomas

1883-1886

W J Denmee

1888-1889

George Flower

1894-1895

Harry Bull

1903-1911

Ebenezer Vine

1913-1920

James Smith

1931-1936

H R Moss

1936-1944

D Eric Westcott

1945-1953

Douglas Dawson

1955-1973

George Pibworth

1974-1977

Edward Porter

1980-2001

Timothy Reynolds

2003-
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The Founding Covenant
(the first entry in the first minute book of the church)

WE whose names are hereunto subscribed having been baptized on a profession of our faith in the Gospel and being well acquainted with each other, do declare to all whom it may concern, that we have given ourselves,
and by these do give ourselves solemnly to each other in the name of Jesus
Christ our great Lord, for the intent and purpose of forming a regular Gospel church according to the primitive church at Jerusalem.
First, we profess to maintain the following Doctrines, believing them to be
what the Scriptures reveal – namely,
That there are Three equal persons in the Divine Essence, Eternal and personal election to holiness here, and eternal life hereafter. The original guilt
and depravity of mankind – particular redemption – free justification by the
imputed righteousness of Christ alone – Efficacious grace in regeneration
and the perseverance of saints to eternal Glory.
Secondly, we agree to maintain the discipline that Christ has appointed in
his word.
Thirdly, we unite together to promote the Redeemers Interest in the world,
by maintaining the ministry, and ordinances of the Gospel inviolably as the
Lord has delivered them to us And
Fourthly, we unite together to promote each others spiritual welfare by
watching over each other in love, to exhort and admonish each other as the
Word of God directs, and to promote all the ends for which Church fellowship was appointed by the great Head of the Church.
As Witness our Hands this Twenty fifth day of July in the year of our Lord
One Thousand Eight Hundred and nine.
John Diplock Snr.
William Terry
John Diplock
John Mepham
Nicholas Moor
Solomon Pink

Hanah Stone
Elizabeth Mepham
Mary Moor
Elizabeth Pink
Mary Dixon
Ann Morris
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